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arl you. good and ‘Grue . fens-
a8 ponlishing el a-lsiteiheck-
- hunnenes. Heediinz 1 Lnd guess
viiat Lf've dDsen raading. a felr guestion -~ roun aever
could gaess such o fautastic expliamation, I'7e Leen RIADTNG SCIENIE-XICTION
ard I ean oxnly hope that oz my past recend you'll forzivze me.

scurge, thero Are eirtenuating circamstesces. (TThore &lways aro

for M? taunagrensiony,. ) I 63ica’y fuat siide doto asienzelistiscu-aading cub
¢ sheer dalinguenzy: % v maliiciand fate tlat doue . Tais chee LU wea
vhing ¥ perzon of ry doeal Locokssiler, who acgulicd a wholie UDAT Raae Jibe

22y erd denped gums 2.000 of the Looks in his Uxerides giup,. T ogncited wwo
faziiias trelen 2:d Tecm Lhat 1% vas cnly a ghort sliide into the denthe of
Hha pile, omscglng overbuulily with a round dozen g~f titles aud a tio of
aiiien items,

Sren a houra-agent coulidn't cousclenticngly deccribe ther aas
mivi. Mogtly Sheyive beer ma-bonnd or else the crines heug o by a thraad
and opfindsa, b hore's gold in er. Thore’sz DEFOND HUMAN ITEI, f£'rirsience,
apd BEIT ST 1871, sod LSS BENOND and WOHKILS I COTLISION {what a mess of
"
o+

mazovAdhiped cha that 4o i) and a coupie of Jenry Sobl neveals ad a Sea
¥ormin Citto {I 20ul2 Dave Laft that ome i the piie) mad WD COLEYS TIMAGE and
a feacinating won~f Flet hor Pratt, SHOKED AND URZEND, whick I bought on the
authoris name and dor't repret 27 ons mwoment -~ it'8 npearly the Teui of the
Jov..-. azd one cr twd othens wiich ars ut prosent. lent ozu. Ona dav ghea
vicihidity lmproves If1L go bLeock Yito that pile and sort out, payhs, amolber
dozer; bdut I'd betsr walt untiil this 0 is off my hexnde or vou won't ovor
e another. ' '



I was trying to explain "orbital specd® to an acfuaintance, and
the fact that if a subtellite had been leunched 8% anotier two miles ner
cecond 1t wonid bave broken eway from Earth entively. Ny achintancg ask-
si, With a dim gowb of logic I suppose, "Where would it go 94 I hedged,
it all depeuéz, I said. It would be attracted by the first heavenly bedy
it ceme near wid either orvit round that body or fall onbto it. 4Like the
lioon or the Sun ?" ke asked, TYos, I said, or even a star in the Soutiern
Cross 2f it happened %o bo golng that way. The Southern Cross didn't reg-
icter with him, I explained thut it wes 2 consbtollation which hovered
over Australia., Then he blew his top. I wes talkiag a lotta bull. Auss-
rale was underneatl us; how the hell could a rocket, GOLIG UP, get under-
neath us 7

Zos, I thought ho was kidding, too, hut he wasn't. He simply had
never visualized the roundness of the Earth. Ho was no Flatlaumder -~ he
kmew the Darth WAS round bub, just the semn, Australia wes dowm and we
were up and how the Sun ever shone on Melvourne was & mystery he'd never
got round to investigating., I drew him = map of the Soler Systhem (well,
my version of it, anyway} on tha tehlazioth and enlarged the Eayth wntil I
wags avle 1o draw a little rocket pointing radlially outwexrd., ‘Then I drew
anotner rocket diametrically opposiie erd tegged it 'Voomera'., And ne
scratened his head (Lonest, he DID i) and shook it and gave up, So I ard,
too. But in this day end age.... I ask FOUaus

On its present erratic schedule Orion could well nonsist ol nothing
but a mewmoth FAWNLIGHTS, I'd hardiy typed ths last stencil of this present
one when.the Pending box was egain full to overfiowing. In particular a
nev 1ssue of SHYHNOK arrived, putting my careful eppraciation of 24 rignt
out of date, eltLough mersly confirmung my oft-sxpressed opinion of 1ts
merits, SXSK peints cut, unintentionally but most emphatically, how vexy
different are the lsvels of Tendom, Onily in the letter ¢olumm does one
read of fannish arfaire, end then only inecidentally. SEFK ig ALL science-
Tictiorn and every contributsor cither knows what ke {or she) is talking about
or else is remarkably proficient at making it seem S0. I put it that way
because I am uneble to judge either way., I suppose I represent another,

Tar lowsr leval of fandom inaswick 85 I roud it and pess 1t on end seldom
detect eny of the flaws in it, could glve only vagu.o roasons for preferring
cns author to another and am ofien (aprarently) complotely misied as to a
gtory's value by its slicknegs and readability.

Surely, now, I'm not the ONLY fan with these wesknossges ?  Is i%
pessible that I {(or we) arsn't as clewvare 28 any ¢ne of SEKX's consributorg ?
Well, akip that Question, plemss; what I meun is that I could ouite eaaiiy
give the SEHX treatmsnt to a boosk on Rose-growing, say, and even hove a feir
Tight with any authority on Budgie-breeding, yet when it comes tA saience-
f1ction I seem to have misiaid all my critical facuities, T eithor iike or
d¢islike a story dbut would bs hard-pressed to explain why. Rose-~growing &ng
Budgerigar-braeding have both been interests of mine; I no longer pursue
thea but still feel knowledgable about them. Sciencefiction Las been en
interest of mine since 1927 and I siill don't know the fipst dar taing
about it. Please, please, tell me I'm not 2lono !

Algo to hand i8 the latest GOON LIBRARY issue, FISSION IN TROURLED
VATERS - in my opinion the best yet, a sort of fannish pie eyed epmi, Go
perfect a contract to SKYHOOK one wonders how it 1s possidble to enjoy boi
50 muchs,

~~\
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Alae two issues of JD whick I read without mch carsfres en-
Joymentc L can only oy . witi colnsenl 1nsulerity, that we have no
rregsing colour-prebler in Aillingder ond itts a long, long way to the
Cesp gouih of &mewica, I do feel, thovgh, that whalevor the pros &nd
cong of segregation one ox two ¢ “he letiders in JD Gon't advance them
olither way. They are just sheoer bigotied drivel, SOse...

I do not like Thibetians - they smell of rencid butter;
Americans chew gum and throw their boer-cens in the gutter; ’
Irenchmen dine on frogs' legs And lead immorsl lives s
Waile Lating wave thelr argps about end preetns a scent of chives.
4All Kussians are damned ccmmnicts and everypody knows
Thet Japs are cruel barharians..... And so the taslo goes.
Ween you got right down to it there's only just us two
fie Gecent human crestures ~ and I'm not too sure of you.

In a recent divoren acticn the husband claimed that his wife
hed committed adu:l%tery by being ertificislly inscminated. The wife's
counsel submitied that this enuldn't bte adultery becouse, semen being
gtoravle for up to two years, it wms pessible thiet a woman might be ia-
seminated by the secd of & man alrealy dead, *If " he ceslared, “semen
could bo svored Tor twentytwo vzers adqultery covuld be seid to be coumitied
betucen a person who was dead and one who wag not Lorn when the sced was
taken from tae Gesd person”

This disclosed such fascineting peasibilities thet I imnediately
foil a-dreaming (because 1t takes very little to sect me droaming ncw-a-
days.)  Suproge, I dreamsd, sgemen wers storaple for twe hundired and tuwensy
two years ? A man might have two or %hree ‘naturel' ohildren in his Jlive-
time, begqueath a testiube of semasn and, a generation or so later, insewin-
ate his own great-granddaughter. This would be incest, adulitery, line-
breeding and barratry too, for @ll I know. Since the latest-born womid
incontestatly be his ovm great-great-granidfatherts son ii would probably
meke a hagh of the Probate Couxt as well.

Suppose, I dreamed on, semon were collected from all the famous
men of the day could some wovld-te mather of the futwrs specify her require-
ments ?  Could Lacy Dishwater. wighful of doing her duiy by the family. nemo
but equally desirous or avoiding all the messy preliminaries, ask for a
polar explorer + "wreferably in his vin.omge ysai® - or would it ell be done
ballot-vise and the fuiure Loid Dishwater be compounded of & Lady and a
dustman ?

IT :semen, I dreamed; wiy not ovules ? And hey for the Brevo lew
World. How long would it be befuro a natural-born was rather lower than a
present-day bastard and only posthumous babies worc eligible for the vote ?
How long before some smart-alecky docter staried dividing the owvvles so
that ldsivieal dwins couid be born Tifty years apart ? How long wonld the
whole thing have to go or befcrs a wAn could be born before bis fTathor 7

Reund about theve I woke up. In a pre-war Fox Film, JUST TIsETVE,
El Brendel wes horridied tc seo bahiss being disvensed from slot-machines.
"Glve me the good old days 3" he sigaed. Me, I'm too 0ld to worry mmch,
but make the most of your shances, tLoys. The good 0ld days are goling, fast,

e ——
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JOHN BERRY-
"Tonight,"" gaig the Ser-
geant, admiring the beor-stains em-
bossed on his tunic, "eadstonight
W@ do a long patrol on the banks of
the TPaffott, I had a lettor fram
the local Water Bailiff complaining
of nightly depredations along the
river in our distrist . falks al-
WS LORthed do LELEALY the

fish and then gaffing them, t

SRS I
-~y -'L‘..-J

He edged nocror elithough
Wo wWerq alone in the office. =

"Does your wifo like fresh
tront 2 he asked in g soductive
8tage whisper.

watehing as he

x 1"('! df’_ed,
, Trem his lips witn

wiped the salivy
ais tunio sleeve.

"In that case,” he said
pensively, wa'd B bar maks i+ 4
plain clothes patrol, Pollcs might
.88 us in uniform, Coms round p
the station about eleven thirty pm,
and - ar - bring a poweriul
toruh with you - the regulaticn is~

4

" cardle power,
.= Ok, and your oidest clothosg, M

w;:"and lef't

sue hasn't quite got sufficient
and a watarproof vag

"Right, Sergeant." I said
the offico. A3 T ¢losced
the door I «.w bhim reach for a gat
and begin.to fils away at the spika.

Q o o

The moon was cowering be-
hind thick, rolling black clouds as
we parked our hulewles in the hedga,
valked silertiy through a gap in if,
slithered dowvm g stesp bnrk and
rcached the level of the river,

with
Mg

Yrais wWalteris packed
trout," enthused the Ser _eant,
other wonk I - gm» _ seught two ovoer
a pound and 4 half in welght. They
are delicious fried in fresh butter
- Yyou'll sgo. Follow mo. I know
the spot, ¥

Wa ercyt forwand a hungrad
Yoxds ox so,

"Tais is
suporior whispeved,
eai G

[
2815

the place,!" my

L feal rathem
abcut not reminding you do
your wife +to get a lemen.. T
toll you - +here's nething as dal-
iclcus as o *uw drops of lemon Jros
on a fried trout." Iop a moment he
made sppropriate suoking noises angd
then ho gut down 4o business.



"Shine the torch on the
surface of the water about a
yard out, but don't flash it &
bout. We don't want any bail-
iffs nosing around,"

I did as I was directed
and much to my surprise the sur-
face of river illuminated by my
torch suddenly began to swirl,
Like a streak of lighining the
gaff gleamed in the torch beam
and mede a shgrp smack as it
nit the water,

"Number one," hissed
the Sergeant triuvmphantly. "Hit
it nerogs the heel of your boot
1ike SOsss ™

Another crack, a shufi-
ling of waterproof bags and the
Sergeant crouched forward again
gaft rampant, a study of spring
tight anticipgtion - like agepr

houndwith its nose through the

‘t.I‘ap ’

In half on hour we had
geven big trout,

UThere!s no denying,"
said the Sergeant, "that this
gaffing is a one-man business.
Try it yourself,
down-river while I have acratty
smoke "

I @dso, I don't live
too far from the river myself,

ondr afterualdise o ene —

Somehow I didna'it secm
to have got the knack and I be-
gan to feel that it waan't gli-
together a sporting wsy of get~
ting a breagkfast. I ean, tucre
wasii.ll

I heard the Sergeant, a

Go a few yards

fow yards away, talking to hime
selt's This was contrary to ail
his teathings. "YNo uwmecessary
word" was hlis maxim on an oper-
ation of this kind. I tipioed

over to hear what he was saying.

Neesedd thought that you
wouldn't be gble to do it,Ryrryt
I saw his cigaretie glow &5 he
spoke., "You have o have the
instinctive poaching technigue,
I admit you held the torch for
me but alihough we caught seven
trout I've of'ten done mach bettar
when I've been by myseli, ..%

All this struck me as
being rather strange. He wag
talking as if I was standing next
to him. I walked over and shone
‘the 't-OI‘Ch orl him... la)al him.. AN-D
ON SOuEONE ELSE,

"Did you shout ior me 0
1 asked nervously.

1 shall never forget the
look in the Sergeant’s eyes as
they shone in the torch-~light,

5



They were like blaokenrraﬂts
gUuCk o ths p"*.nﬂu cale of
EDCSR 23,

NEWE T suleosint

I’WQ]Jgk\ LA Sa-fr-! f’he 'F"?g-

ure peside hin, grim-voicsd, Tl
am ifistee Richiawnig, <ha falcr
Ealliirf end I've Desn afler you

o For 5002 tima," " 8p letis
have your riames arzd aadrecsas
and ne fu“rvy ousiness,!

Blmbell ‘:‘:.’»‘ D
said the .mrgf‘an
\;:”cum alacrity.

4 1‘:
twelve Bluebsll Diriv s Lal
I panted, a few peconds lat

"As autho“i ed under the
Fishery Laws," said pir, DRichards
"I snall seize %he gaff end your
t:au h and report you both to +tha
proper authorities, See you bhoth
in cmm‘t next manth,m Svinging
the bag of trout cver hig shounl-
der he strods majesticaliy nwayv,

Ty ‘i‘ffﬂ'

he ergodut, recited a
cellection of words at loast
Lares of th ch wexre entirely new

G

to me, "When I heard him com-
ing out of \..“o, bushags I theurht
WA, Kd snaried,

Bo @3dnéY, say oy oere
on 1:-, : 1.7<,v 1‘.\‘:. xe.{?,nﬁ .L P -+
it baee noh o dmterrupt
dovasia,

, 0O o 0 e] o} 0
Whaen I reported fop
night do? \.v se7eral days later I
l- 3

found the Ssrgeant, looking vEry
ng.men.,al,. f.a:LL..ug for ne, e
wag din il kit Srom the ip of
hig helmet to the hohnails sn
his gize twe=lves,

AS he spoke I sensad
that. there was something c¢n his
mind, Don't misunderstaznd me -
he Gidn't seem worried but he
vas definitely thoughtful about
something, I might aven say he
vias definitely uhoub‘l‘.a wl dbout
scmething. I might even say !
refle CL;F'C a glow of reve.ngoful
pensiveness. :

"Tonight, Berry," he
boomad, “we ghall precesd o
the River Tafteth once more znd
andagvour to catoh a lamm and
gaft merchant in the act, ‘fhe
Ing pector was_ here today and he
comnented rather unfavourahly
on the fact that Co.u.onel Fon«
scaby wrote to him ghating th,t
the looal zonsts bv"p‘v- Jeaarin
NG appear Lo Lave ta,n N 110
aueps ho b*(m p_,\,n Legailing hig
wrout at night whoAp “c TG 18
O Show our ClilchTlC‘

‘We left the gtetion., -

"pnother thing, Beryy,"
ha adf’_{er], e'—: we mounted our ped-
a outsdde, c¢n another
Carlt 13’rn by and pmpej ed onw
gelves towards the TLVGT, "we‘vq
cirly had twe cases so

o+, oy =
Tor thiag



year - those unlighted oicycles
and ~ ".,.. here, as he spole,
he edged his hike closor to mine
to get the full benefit of the
remaining few atoms ot life
left in my front lamp battery...
«+" = and we need comething BIG.
A client tenight would keep us
in the insgpector!s good books
for months,"

I agreed.

I'd got those two tail-
light cases myselfs two choir-
boys returning home late from
practice. Gzod job scmeone at
the station was keen.

We evenitvally reached
the part of the Chittleshury-
Lalebury moad which parallelied
the Tarfet for scme disiance.
We pushed our hicycles into the
woad, leaned them against a tree
and walked silentiy down to the
river bank, where we waited,...
fo™ hours.,

~-

AL about 4,30 am., T saw
the reflection of s torch beam
cn the water a few yards dowa-
stream and almost immediately
heard the exultant thump of a
well~aimed gafit,

I woke th2 Sergeant and
10 about two minutes put him in
the picture,

“"Follow me," he hissed
and bursting thrcugh the under-
growvh 1iks an over-sewxed cow
elephant, he grsbbed his mai,
who protested volubly,

1Collect his caleh and
Yolilow me," gittzd the Sergeant
triuwmphantly, I guessed he was
prebably trying to think up a
few big words te incorporate in

his report to the Imspector.
© o o o o0

The three of us stood
staring at each other in the
Sergeant's ofrice.

"ir. Richards the lWater
Bailiff 2" I gasped, gazing at
the priscner,

"His name's not Rich-
ards," said the Sergeant, a look
of bewilderment passing over his
face like the raising of a Ven-
etian Blind. “That's Harry
Bloggs trom Chittlesbury '

Bloggs leaned back on
his heels, radiating confidence,
"Good evening, kiister Smith and
kister Pingelshotham," he sneer-
ed.

The Sergeant went white,
then even whiter as the full im-
pact of the situation got home
to him,

"This story'll get me a
few drinks at the local, I war-
rani," went on Bloggs, rubbing
his hands. "The local police
gafting fish and me pretending
I'm the Water Bailifi and taking
their cateh off 'em. Ho! Hol®

The Sergeant sat down.
"Naturally Blogsze., er, . Harry,"
he said, slowly. "we don't know
what youire tailking about but
upon consideration...we-~e-11,..
I°'11 treat you as a first offen-
der this time end let you off
with a cqution,"

He looked squarely at
Bloggs, "On the other hand,"
e centinued, rather meore ccn-
fhidently, %"if I ever hear any

-



talk of this in the wvillage I'11
have to investigate a 1ittle
more thoroughly into the lar-
ceny of the Sqguire's pet goose
last Christmas,”

At this revelstion
Bloggs gulped nerously and
forced a weak grin, "Oh, in
that case, Sergeant." bha gaid
quickly, '"we'd better just far-
get the whole thinz. Cocd night
to you both, gentlemen,

Hz reanhed the Qoor like
a whippet but the farazosnt
reached ou® a ham-iike Fisht and
relieved him of the hag of fish
as he departed. "Fair's fair,
Harry," he shouted after Bloggs,

Muftled curses waffed
towards us through the cool
morning air,

3

SR

'~'-“.-_. GJ"IS L]
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"Lay the catch cn the
table," emiled the Sergeant.,
"I'11 be back in a moment,b

He went through the
side door to his own house and
I parked half s deczen fat tncut
side by side on the &ce teble,

S

O

W
-

0
’jb

The Sergeant came back in &
couple ol minuftes with a bhimdle
of newspapers. He pickad cut
the three smallest tpous
wrapped them up, E:
to me.

"I'11 put you on alge
patrel tomcrrow eftorncon," he
said, "eo Uhat ym csn enjoy
your breakfast. Chgerio §k

I cycled home with my

fish,
- TSN, NN . TR

It was just after 6 am,
when I got home and I went
straight to bed. ly wife brought
up my brea:zfast at eleven. A
fried trout #nd, wonder or won-
ders, several thin slices ¢f
lemon garnishing it. I squeezed
the juice cut on the fish andit
was deliciocus, just as the Ser-
geant had promiged.

"I was glad to see the
trout thie morning," my wife
confided, "because I thought
maybe the Sergeant was being
sarcastic, His son cglled last
night and left a couple of lem-
He said he'd been away *c
Hhe ¢ity for the afternoon and

| apclogized for being so late.

He gald his fathar told him to
<¢ave them kers withecut fail,
seemad 50 gtrange. coming to
the heouse late at night with
o Jemons., Perhaps the Ser-
geant®, knew you were getiting the
wroat, eh ? Delicious, isa't
ic W 1

—
- — -

- . 7
'~ But I was thinking,
B G e B
JOHN BEZRY
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letter-column.
Well worth roading from
remember of Lim his ckaracterisction wgo unveal and his writing unstylish, (Or
perhaps it was too siylizh 1) Alap Ind@ pops up with arother film review. I
find these interceting because [ got
emd end efter reading Alan's varicus reviews I can generally console myself
that I haven't miszed much. .

MASTERS

py G.RICHARDS

ORION appeard so infreguently these days and
BURPOUGHSANTA so very frequently thet it ig well-
nigh irmocsible to make up~-to-dete comments.

4t Arriving homp recently from a cold, wetv seaside

holifay I £ound a whole pile of MIM publications
waiting for me :

BURROUGHSANIA 12 glves pride of plece to an article
on T.H. WAITE, Accordirg to Mike we have (or should
have) all road at least THEE SWORD IN TFE STONE by
thig aubtihor. I must confess that I heven't. I'11l
rmALe & fur 'he; confession - I haven't resad anything
by T.H.ihite. But after reading Mike!s eulogy and
kig bried synopeis I shall put Mr. White, and part-
inalariy his SITS, on my iibrary list. I shall hold
Mike personally responsible if I don't enjoy myself. -
MASTERS OF FANTASY, H. Rider Haggard, proved &n in-
teresting itsm. It would, undoubtedly, be nice Ho
re~vead come of these classics and I get & warm, nos-
talgis gilow just thinking about it, but while thexe
are 0 fow hours in a day I prefer to reserve them

':_ for tre readirg of more contemporary literaturs.
1 ERB grcareely gots a mention in this BUURCUGHSANIA,

so lett's have & look at No, 13 :

It's a Birthday issue, Congratulations,
Mike., 12 issues in 12 months is scome sort of record.
Its highspot is the book review section by Bodb Lumley.

M, 34 sets out te show that EED end his
works ave * juet the thing! for vhe younger gemeration
and woid have & great psychological inflivence on it.
I $hiuk the avorage member nf the Y& would beneflt

120 e by & elip over the eartcle. In the same
issue F.V.Lay writes an article along similar lines
excant  that where Mike affirms that Burroughs is not
blocd ond thuudor Lay is equally emphatic thet he is,

No,id again skips Burroughs in favour of
morTe gorora.‘ raterial apd In particular an interesting

O TNATASY »r Sid Bivehby concerns Algsroon Blackwood.
the Biackwonilfan?s point-of~-view, though from what I

Tery few opportunities to go to the cin-

¢)
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The lest BURRCUGHSANIA to hend, No.l6, contains some note-
worthy artwork by Jim Cawthorn and several items guaranteed to fasclnate
ERB and Conan fans, The artwork throughout Mike's fanzines is of a high
gtandard, most of 3t by Jim Cewthorn end Bill Harry, the latter's femmes
being hustier, if possible, then Rotsler's less frequent impressions. All
in all, BURROUGHSANIA ia well worth getting hold of.

TWICE 1IN A BIUE It eppears that this succeeds ONCE IN A BIUE
MOON. MOON and willl one dey be followed by THRICE..

{The Manchester Circle, How the Manchester Circls will title succeed-

Dave Cohen, 32 Larch St, ing issues remains to be seen.

Hightown, Manchester.8}

However, the bast I cen say for Twice
In As... 18 that no paine have been spered on the leyout and repro. Perheps
some more eagled-eyed scrutineer then myself will discover & few typoes but
at least they aren't obvious, If only the same care had been lavished on
the choice of material this might heve been the 'almost! perfect fenzine.
Perhaps it was that I enticipated too high a standard of Manchester, but it
@1d seem that most of the humour wes not nearly edult encugh. A Space Epiec
by Ken E.Smith, & neat verse by Roberts Wild on cinsme types and some off-
beat humour on Iron Horses by Jeck Wilson are the best plecea. The letter
column was mainly about ONCE IN A.., and conveyed littls to any new reader.
Glad to ses, though, that the editor oconfines his remarks to the end of emch
letter. Bill Harry contributes a nice front-cover end numeraus interior
1llos.

FPLATAN Another newcomer to fanpubding, Sylvia 1s 17,
Sylvia Dees, 5'3' tall and 32-20-32 elsswhere...she says s0.
840 Magnolia Avenue, In this excellent first issue Alar Dodd (How he
Daytona Beach, Florida, | does get around i) contributes some commentz on

U.S.A, , 0dd pewspaper articles that have appeared in

the past, Sylvia writes 2 readable fanzine re-
view columm, there are two passeble items of fanfiction and e genuine FAl-
LIGHT - A Berry Goon-Spillane-type thing well worth getting hold of FLAFAM
for. General presentation, good,

MOTLEY (Having elbowed George and his great steaming
Michael Gates, plle of Borroughsanias out of the way I proposas
437-A Gibbs Area, to teke over the reat of this columm....Paul}

Frankfurt/Maine ,Germany.| This irregular publication is of particular in-
I terest in that it contains the result of the
VOID Fanzine Poll. 1In gemeral I find myself im close agroement with the re~
corded results. At least I would have picked the seme half-dozen zines to
lead the field, though possibly not in the sams order; to my mind this poll
is but one more proof of the pointlessness of such thingas. It has discovered
nothing new - merely confirmed what everyone already knew. I wonder how many
of the fans who contributed thoss 820-0dd votes have ever expressesd their

epinions to the editora persconally ? Or helped out thelr favourite zines with
8 publisheble item 7

For the rest, Motley was undistinguished. Micheel apolo=-
g1zes for stencil trouble (end I should be the last to eriticize THAT) but I
think he might have overcome a great deal of thet with a 1itfle mors oare over

@)



Jdayout. John beTrry’'8 planlsSIimo lTom was complioétely buiensrea - 1n 1act 170
st11l not sure that it was all in my copy - and the artwork suffered badly
in transition to stencil. T enjoyed John Mussells' YEAR OF THE SAMENESS, but

only by giossing over the myriad tirpos and spelling errors . Other items
were abcut average.

PIoY a8, 9 end 10 of this estcemed publicatlon
Ron Beanetd, nearly tripped over one another, which goes to
7 Southvay, Arthurs &ve., prove tha% the kot blocd of youth still courses
Herrogate. Yorks. through Xon's veins despite thelr varilcosity.

Ia N2,9 Preonix produces & roally cxcallent
column. T heartily agree with Kep Bulmer - 1t is pro-quality stuff and the
soonsr we get somo more of it the better. In No, 10, however, Alen Dodd
occupies a similar spot and although e doesutt appesar to be FPheonix he yot
rigses worthily above his own ashea, If that meens anything at all it means
that I 1liked his columz but eovld have done with meore ¢f 1t. John Berxy
tries his hand at a stiaight 'detective! stoty end will forgive me, I know,
for saying that I prefer him wken ho is being funny. This story was well

enough writien but the armm of coincidence pmset bave ached with strotching.
Terry Jeeves iz amslng, Arthur Thomscon interesting and the letter-columm,
for ell it covers some very cld grouud, still fascipating. PIOY would be
ruch nearer the top in amy poll I insbigated.

RETRIBUTION Stage Flight ~ the ultimate in birdy
John Berry, business ~ by John Berry is the highspot
3l Cempbell Park Ave., of this issua . I can confidently assert,
Belmont, Belfast and thourh, that John is wasting hia time in
Arthur Thomson, training & hawk. He rpeed but arm himsgelf
17 Broclham House, with a feow twigs of eucalyptus wood snd

Brockham Drive, London,3.W.2. avery budgie in Belfast will beat &an air-
nath 4o his door. (I might mention that inm

conjunction with certein Aumzsis fen I havo cornered the eucalyptus market.)
Rating gscond - by a wery short tirunk ~ is Pt.2 of The Trail Of The Rogue
Hunter. It leaves Archie Mercer, itn author, in a hole of o predicament but
one thet obviocualy had its enjoyablea momenta. Hthel Lindsay conducts a fan-
zine review column -~ The Sporran Partner ~ which 18 exeellently done, although
I have & feeling thut Bthel has so far reviewed only the zines for which she
has a preference end in at least one instance I think she is highly overative.
Filler-wige this RET (No.8, nince I heven't mentioned it before) is well
served by a corparatively stiaieht ariisle by Herry Warner Jur. 1 say 'conm-
paretively' beecawse epperantiy no one 2an ieep an entirely straight face once
he gats inside RFPT. Roberta W:ild, Mike Moorcoclk, Dick Bllington, a number of
interesting letier-writers apd. of courss, Arthur himseli complete the filling
process., I consider Arthur!s finest contributlon to be the covers which more
than uphold RET!s high etandard.

FOCUS B. My copy is & little out of focus ~ or maIgbe it's
Mervyn Barrett, oifgst. However, I found Focus well worth the
6 Doetors Ccmmons, frors recuired to rend it. Ln, item by Mervyn -
Wellincton. C.4 ocus On Fimiand - hag me guessing. I cannot de-
TR Z_r;«xLﬁIH_:J. cide vhether it is streisht rescrting or Invented.
If the former, it is incwedible. If the latter,
overviritten, The other inkterestiag part of Yocus 18 the lestter-colusm, This

(.G.'n{"-r"tj» d on 1% 20) ‘ \



Dear Mir. Keeping (or may I call
you James?)

¥ was much interested but not a
little alarmed to read your open

letter in CRION 19, wherein you attempt to slander my learned
friend Walt A. Willis for his superb punning abilitieg.

I feel that T must immediately step to his defence.

) You see, if I gafiate in the near future I should
hate it to get round that it was due to a Willis pun - as you
so obviously infer - or even tc the cumulative effect of Willis
puns, In some way I am immune to his more subtle pune 3 my
mind is incapsble of comprehending them, Thus, although I have
often witnessed George Charters and James White scream in agony
as a particularly brutal pun repes their esr-drums, the effect
upon me is absolutely nil. This, a8 I say, is only when Willis
puns with perspicasity.

I might add that his normal puns amuse me sormewhat
and, due to the brain-~washing I have received over the years, 1
too hsve been inflicted with the disease. I can well imagine
that Mr. Enever will nct graciously grant sufficient space in
ORION for me to enthuse over my own puns but I trust taat sheer
scientific interest will ensble him to listen to this example,
one of my cleverest :

Boyd Rasburn sent a tepe to ithe Liverpool
Group, during which he made scme extremely dero-
gatory reamarks abcout The ‘Oxford® accent used
by meny educated Englishmen (a fealure, as a
matter of interest, which Wal® himself Loels
strongly ebout}. Tha Liverpool Group composed
a euperd tepe in reply which I hed the privilege
of hearing on Walt's taperscorder, and which con-
sigted mainly of extremely posh vcices depicting
o gathering of Engiishmen talking together and
streseing the very points Boyd had gaid he didn't
1ike, One chap on the tape spoke in a very cul-
tured voice sgbout bows and arrows.

My comment tc ¥Walt was : "He toxephily well,."


enthu.se

_ _ My real motive for quoting the zbove was to get
rid ot such of fandom as has read thus Far, so that I can now
address you further, Wr, Keeping, secure in the knowledge
thal no one else will dare listen.,

You mention the itrail of fen gafiating and ac-
tually ceasing publication after printing a Willis pun, A
case in poinl springs to my mind immediately. Eric Bentcliffe
once asked me for material fur TRIODE and, in my innovence, I
anthologised three of the most biting Willis puns, giving the
complete preliminary build-up and titling the thing SWEATING
IN EVEIRY BEXTEMPORE., kir, Benteliffe completely ignored the
mss, and although we remein £riends end I have written a con-
silderable amcunt of material for him since, I feel that he
still hasn't entirely forgiven me. I imagine he deposited the
pages in a deep recess in his cellar or perhaps sent them on
the first stage of their subsequent underground journey to the
sea.,

If there should happen to be a Willls-Pun-App-
reciator in your immediate cirele don't sheot him; ask him to
write to Mr, Bentcliffe. I am certain that gentleman will be
only too delighted to send him the mss. in a plain envelope -
should it still be available.

But, Mr. Keeping, den't think that I shall take
your advice, In order that I may paint a true portrait of
Irish fandom and convey the genuine atmosphere I must of nec-
essity quote a few Willisz~type puns here and there., It isn't
that I'm a sadist, underctand, but someone must show the world
the genius of Willis, and I think I have the nerve to do it.

Neverthelsss I thank you for your kind thoughts
and want you to know thati I appreciate your consideration for
oy literary future even though I shan't follow your advice.

I want you, tee, to know that I've just had a
Yul Brynner haircut.

Hence I can safely say, in closing, that I in-
tend to remain master ol my own pate,

and thank you most

sincerely,

JOHN BERRY,







reminds me that I read in a newsnaper article,
years ago, that ihe whele story of the humming of
Joan of Arc was completely umtiue and thalt it had
been proved that she lived to get married aznd
have a family. Whether this was ancther 'fairy
tale' I cannot say. but I'*ve certainly never geen
the informaticn repeatedecceccees
As to the letter column, I hope you boys
~have finally settled this here aniseed ball ques-
- tion and that that's the end of it znd now we can— =
get onto something else, 16D leeesss -

Good gracious, Ethel, how could you suppose that the aniseed
ball business was finished,.. yet ? There are dozens of angzles
we haven't investigated and reports from the antipoec:s are ex-
pected ASUriy Ay Ainé vé¥.. perhaps. Why, I've lrowm less im-
portant subjects keep the Times readers busy for mcnths. Women |{

STURE SEDOLIN, Box 403, Vallingby 4, Sweden.
I like Orion very much, but more illos { In next
number of SUPER I give more comment sbout Oricn, I
think you can read it if you is smart. It is in
Swedish, you Knowesoe....

Guess I'm not the only one looking torward to SUPER, Sture; but
1 bet I!m the only one who'll nct be able to read most of it ?

CATO LINDBERG, Skogerveisn 69, Dranmen, Norway.
0/19 was quite good, but perhaps not up to the us-
val standard due to ¢ o
the lack of illust- S :
rations,.. Hope Atom
will be back in the
next issue...

((You lightest wieh
is our command.,so.
——————Te )
What I read first in
any fanzine is the
letter cclumn ané -
usually it is whet I3
I find most [inter.
esting in them. Thigs
goes for Cricn as e .
well, but I didnit 557/
Tind any really in- @7%5"“
teI!smng letters 229 Y s
ti8 time, In O/18 I got a great kick out of

: ’ reading about the various readers' opinions gbout
4 the Sense Of Wonder gnd I hope another discussion

theme as interesiing as this will pop up in future
issues., I, being a young fan of 20, still have
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this thing called Sense OI ionder whenever I
read science filction ot the kind that inspires
it. There isn't too much of 1t now, however.
In my opinion the reading conditions are very
important if one is to get full enjoyment of a
book, Reading when surrounded by all kinds of
noise like crying children, traffic etc,, 28~
n't good if one is after that much-talked-about
Senae, .. FANLIGHTS was good, but short ; the
movie reviews were ilnteresting although I know
I haven't a ghost of a chance of ever seeing
gny of the films reviewed., S~f filws arelt inm-
ported to Norway any more, I don't know why...
Marie Celeste - well, I've read so much sbout
this ghip that I hardly know what to believe
any more, The article was interesting, never-
t}leless..". .

I am a wireless operator now - yes,
after finishing Radic School I got my profese~
sional licence. It's a pity that I have thir-
teen more months to serve before getting outl of
the srmy, That 1'11l go to sea as Radio Qperat~
or then is quite sure.. I guess you've heard
from Roar lately., He has teken over Fantasi
and I understand he hasn't gone as gafia as I
have., As a regder I am as active as ever and
the latest book I enjoyed was Robert Silverberg'a
The 13th Immortal. That exfan surely can write.

Sorry to have refused your plea not to publigh, Cato. Couldnfi
see any reason at all for not doing so, and plenty for letting
Orion-readers know that you are still -~ £ shly ~ with us.

f0N BENNETT, 7 Southway, Arthurs Avenue, Harrogate. Yks,

«es:1 missed the Atom illos of course, but then
I'd been missing ORION for a month or more, s0 1
can't really grumble,

Re the cremgation of cats‘ndogs.. you
have read Evelyn Waugh's THE LOVED ONE,..?7 ((No})

You lcuse, though, running this log-
ical piece by George about the iarie Celeste.
Was it really a hocax 7 You'll have me believing
that Father Xmas doesn't exist soon, or that
Willis isn't Berry... and here I was planning a
super-ploy in which the visiting fans come across
a Marie Celeste-type boat and.e....

sessssyou are in for a very unhappy
time these next few months, Convention reports
all around the ployce....Why they're even reviving
SPACE DIVERSIONSesssss

At this writing (17/10/67 - I'll ?ut the year in Just 1n case O is
a little later than heretofore) I'm &till e comparatively happy

&



man because divil a conreport has come my way - only an auto-
graphed souvenir of the Deutschiand con(for which I am duly
grateful, Jullian). You think, maybe, everyone is waitirs Tor
SPACE DIVERSIONS to be first with the news ? -

ARCHIE MERCER, 434/4 Newark Road, North Hykeham, Lincoln.
«vraGoorge’s article turns out to be interesting.
I rememrer Commander Campbell published an all-
eged explanatien many mcons ago, though I forget
=2 detalils - don't even know 1f they check with
George's cr uch%, Buh il sscms to maks sense, as
far as it goss, 2nyway. AS far as 1 can see, :
ok Thath 1o, Semebedy is Covering Up..
\S "D From the lstters {which is oig P
@ &) dept *hat retains its magnifcence
) cugiout all) I see that the
. Berry mundane-type humour series
¢ seemis To appeal to everyone but me,
“However, I agree about the wardrobe-
Junping thing - that WAS masgnific-
e ent. ({Sorry, Archie; the typer
IVS A SpLcipw slipped, and 1 mean that))...
] WwarDeoBE For No matter if you have no
M omane CreAVANS ! cellar - just mske it in this area
place ycur brother-in-law's working
in, H'm - perhaps that's what he
IS doing ? If your house suddenly
£311s through inte the basehunt one day, tnatle 7
that!s the explanation 1 guegsS......

s TR

Said brother-in-law returned for a short spell recently., NO, 1
den't mean he's giving up burning the dead in Ffavour of raising
them ! Just that our very owix Borough decided to instal a crem-
atorium and his firm get the jobe, Scrry I didn't get much from
him in the way of Oddenda, though. Too busy gardening at the
time.

WLITTY WwHITMARSH, 60 Rickman Hill, Coulsdon, Surrey-
s --That cpen letter woeuld have been better un-
opened; it didn't £iv im, Alywey, T den't like
cpen letters of any sort in fanzinzs:....

Terry Jeeves gays that his typer hasn't

got @ measurement bar; well, mine has get TWO
s0 he can have ore of them if he likes. ZHoth are
licenced tc s8ell theer end toLRECCOa~ee sim.l%
could NCT® iive in Amevica... fancy - a 1ife with-
out aniseed balls or airing cupdoaidSs....

or football pools or cupsza char or gooscberries at Whitsun. Yes,
we got a Jot to be thankfi:l fer, here in England., Sorry you did-
n't like the open letter, You ain't gonna like the reply, then,

/



WALT WILLIS, 170 Upper Newtownards Rd., Belfast, N.I.

«».1'm glad to aee that grim gobstopper controversy
Tinally settled, with tho complste rout of the guicesd
balls heretice; T nerar 4id cars mwch for that serioud
constructive ¢wuff i fanzineg, Thevugh I admit 1t was
more interast: 18 .udt‘n)r Science Fizction and sim-
iisr more netuivy Ab goatgs I rrefor scmethine you
can get vour tacth izhe - or at teRst in the casge of
gobavepparg, your mruth round. Now that the gobstop-
per furore axe disd dswn thwough, what cn ssrill 9re we
going to vaik aboud ? Biil Dapnar *opt 21l wale FaPA
golng for ysars argulng about frictioa holt bucllss but
it never geems to have csught on over hsre, Muyb2
British fans are more interested Jn cweaia thaa cicthes.

ﬁv@-\ Could we atart scmethinzg notr atout,
ﬁn \ sat, kall suckers ? (Ur are they a

14 rursly regional phenomenon, like

Z?) 1 ional ph , lik

,,'

9) Pegey's Leg ?)eves.
esesl liked the way you

entwined youruslf round the magaz-
ine, £111inz all the oré&cks lzringly
like a Virginia Creepar. 17 thai
hatpens to bve & perticularly norious
gort of weed, it's horticultuzal g~
norance rathar than heughkhty culiural
arrogance. L only know the nawes of
flve plants and when I learn a new one
I promptly forget one of the original five. (I suppose
there ARE more than five ?} [({Yes, but not that mai-ter.l-)

. oy

_1.-. PN PR J.o’ abed o e K~ ..I

now that., I4's odd isn't 1%, the way hoaxes and things
live on long after they!ve been exploded ? I'11 bet
pecple keep bringing up Borley Rectory and the Triasnon
Gardens for centuries.....

.sssletter section; Lots of interssting bits,
including the information that Americans don't kmow what
airing cupboards are, Igroront let, aren't they ? Just
as well I dldn't afber 221 pullii cly deseribe Jchn Berry's
lascivious wavdrobe &5 en "arring enpboardi. MNoticed also
Don Allen's vomarks con Johi Barmy's habit of diarobirng gt
Ghoodminton. We'ye uaed to 1%, bYut one evenlng nz ke wvma
leaning cut of our fro-t sttins wiclow {tvhich ~venlooizs the
main roed) in his sinplet shaking out his spere nalr cf
trousers, it ouddenly cccurxzed to me that pescsvs-by might
get pecuj iar impressicns. I hurriedly changed the shads
on the hall light from red t0 reoNisecesess Walt

Glad I got typers switched in time, Walt, else I wouldn't have gotton
down to my remarks on this page ond that would heve meant a pege of pica
with more'n inch of surplus margin., With the Bark Rata whora it is we
can't arfford that mich margin, By tha way, ceems ag gocd A place as
any to introduce my def ceconcherd Undnrwood Ckammion. Mia  Hca,. Vaoh
prefer it to Olivetti. Wouder whether it will muke ms good an impress-

&



ion on our concrete floor ag the Qlivetvi did 7 Twics ¢

REDD BOGGS, 2209 Highlgnd Place N.E.Minneapolis 21, Minnescte. USA.
«svesl commeni George Richards for a good job of writing
with "Marie Celeste', but I confess reading it with
8ligbhtly grunched emotlions. The solutlon to the mvstery
George passes &8lang i3 one I never heard tefore end I
wish I'd never heaxd t%. I'm no ocecult fan and approve
of the debunlkins of shariec okbout haunted Bagkerville=-
type estotes, nxpericnces with nrecognition, kip. Snt 1
think we neot puetesve a fow luexplicablia mpatoriss iixe
that of s Lio-le Croistte, &3 well ac tlat of the flying
saucers (I huto Yo sos fen expliainsd ew.y a3 belloon
gightirgs or the 1iks; eod thet oF the givectures of the
Misses lirterley ard Jousndain. We coed such myctories as
stout peost on whish t0 srperd Aicdueliz® when we we2d sf
yarns abzut o~% Tisiteticns or time trevellinz. ilecst
oceultists, Foxteana exd 30 on are ell too obzizusiy
fuggheads of true uwacrocepaslic preovortions, but sclence
fiction necds them,

Alan Dodd's remerks remind me that Orion's
staples are indeed inadequete and that the bacover of my
copy is falling off,,...Incidentally, Irish staples...
seem to hold better then Euglish staples, Hyphens 16
and 17, presumably produced in Belfast, are well~-stapled
while <18, published by Chuck Harris, boasts four staples
none of which {in my copy) are cleanly clinched..... No
doubt it's ell & matter of the quality of the staples it-
self. I'd hate to have to cloud yours and Chuck's fen-
nish reputations by calling you poor fanzine staplers.

DAG's revelatlon that hs composes first-draft
on steneil and has got drawers full of unpublished stencils
he's rejected depresses me, Considering the price of
stencils, he eould have published several 1ssues of Grue
with the meney invested in those rejscted stencils. His
remark that "Time spent in justifying margins could be
more profitably speut in stenceilling other meterisl with
jageed edges" ceuses me to wonder to what esvail - If those
sSteneils end up in a drewer © Still, I suppose he's right
thet sven-edging is largely wasted effort, at least on en
informal megazine like CGrue. Skyhook, on the other hand,
is = somewbalt more formal effcrt and I think it agsks for a
formal presentation., Even edges definitely do beve “eye
eppeal” as you point out eand I've noticed that more 4han
anything =lse they impress non-fans glancing at Skhk for
the first time - thougl of course such veastions shouldn't
be uged 85 8 2ritsrioDee..... Redd,

Talking of steplers (we were, woren't we ?), when T began publishing a
year or so ago X didn!'t posseas one at all., Pete Campbell, who was

then an 'associate' editcr iet me an old one which, treated strategic-
ally, worked admirably. Hewever, it began to get & bit too worn so six
months ago I retired it and bought & new one of similar pattern. The
new one broke in three places only the asecond time I used it, and Pote's
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had to come out of retirement agaim., One time it resolutely refused to
clinch another solitary staple until oy brother-in-law opsrated on it
with & brick-hammor. Now it never dares rofuse. That brick-humer wes
heavy, man.

Yos, even edzes Aid vsed to look good.,

£nd that ende ¥3I for this issue, Many thazks,too, to
Alan Burns, Terry Jesvca, Sid 2irehby, Lancaster random, &.R.Wearer of
Warra, George Mohzger apdl obthewa.
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ML,GHTS contimed from Page l

indicates that in FOCI Nosz, 1-4 we have been mliseing good things. Per-
heps more will coms our way in No,6.
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SKYHPROX 24 Redd says SKYIIOOK 1s published in ths
Redd Boggs, months of Jamuery, April, July aad October.
2209 Highland FPlace . L., I that bs trus I cen cnly say ihet Sue
Minnsapolis 21, VORTS rist be longer than we thivk. I'm
MIMITESOTA, U.S.A. sure if I got four SK¥Ks in a year I would

never foel that despondency ahout fandom

that I now occasionally do. It in difficult to exolain what is so exeit-
ing about SK¥I{. It contuins no fannish chit~ckat, no nudisy, hardly ever
& comvention report and devil a pun Prom cover %o cover. In Peck it is
thet rerest jewel in modarn famdom -~ a fanzine which conceims jtself al-
most wholiy with aslennsfietion AND MAKES SCITWCERIGTTON SO INTERESTING
IN THE PROCESS. That iewtt half as otgy as it sounds. One woul? thiunk
that reviewers autemmtianlly had 2 hesd atart in the interest stalkes when
they get to woxrk on solenesfiction, bub alag { t'aint sc., Tn fact when
8 commenter says of an cmateur s-f review “this was intereating™ itt's a
fairly safe bet he really means that it is deadiy dull. It iz & convention
ard the commsnter needs to make wlih & whole string of superlatives before
any oid-hard review-reader i sonTinesi, That is woiy it's 50 nice to be
able To say ¢f SKYMOOY that i1t Tunliliches intoresting reviews - and leave
it thera, supsxletives uimacessary .,

Dt of sonrege, SEAT dnea mpre then puhlich s~f reoviews. In
No.24, for inastance, there is & trengerint of a spesck by JTemes B, dunn -
WINDOW ON TOMOFROW - whieh Gealc with ths fustre apd fanction of seience
fiction. Yet it mevages not %o be & Whither % Shing; too. Tmue, T dis-
egrea with Mr- Gurits rotions most of tho time Wit 7o unsver hozes ns.

Woither dnas Marlon 2, Bradley, in raviewing Blish!'s THE
FROZEM YEAR.  Again, T digagras with csrtain of hen premiges., I ilxs an
author o intexpoliats plenty of aimselr ints his stspies even ¥ 1t does
nold up the action {I mired Vine Ciorkets digestion years ago, saying the
seme thing} and I like an eubbtor e lash out 2t a1l snrts of conventions
end Inetitutions tecauvse them 5P T agree I warm to him anl if I disegree
I feel smgly supesior to kim. However....

L5,neling, Sacket:, Gibson apnd Haymon conteibute equaily in-
toresting items, the lettercolumm is a Joy and Redd Boggs is o Better Man,
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It has much to recormend it,

gspacinlly to the newecomer. L ; { S

The dust jecket shows the AURE}\‘CE ANDF(ELD
famous sputnik, with Tellus ard Soturn in the backeground. The pregence
of the iatter brings home tha fact that this planet seems to exert an
almost baleful effect on artista cormmissiconed to draw pletures cpper-
taining %o the solar sysiem - or estrology, for that matter. I%is the
rings of course. Prosumably printed in Russie, this jacket skows the
seventh planet's internctional tppeali.

The baok follows & pattern familiar to all of
us. First there is a short review of the legenda ond science of space
travel wherein we leawn, among other things, that the first rocket re-
gearch esteblishment was founded in Russic in 1680. The author does not
gtate thet this was the firsh sush osgandsation bubt ore finds 1t diffic-
ult to believe that thers wasg such n thing anywhsre on Earth at this
date. Howsver ths author Goes givas cvedit 40 men sush as Eenault-Pel-
terie, Ley =nd Arhur Claxks, so I fuppese one can allow a 1ittlis lat-
titude oa the unirportant questions. I would, though, like to hear
Willy Ley's opinion on the shtoterent thot Peiclovaky Jesigned the first
Yiguid fuel rackst,

No matter. The subject of esecape Telocity is
carefully discussed, thers is o good dicgram of the solaon systen with
Pluto's strange orbit just bareiy indicated through leck of spece (!) and
orbital speeds are clenrl: expiained. The use of centrifugal force to
give pseudo~gravity is mentioned and the two-section ship, with cables
linking the seetions -~ used in a Pre-war ASTOUNDING story, is discussed
nnd an imaginative drewing shown, 1:)
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Something new to me wes the proposed use of gliders
ns “erries betwesn tha oxbiiing spRce-shin and Farth, I notice thet the
cuthor nilows hia gkip to ‘buim wp in the atnnsp“eve'. vmich seems to e
rather wasteful. He 0liso propofas $he uos of thege gliders to Zorta fron
ths spoce station., Tllustretlons show theso gliders attached to tne cut-
gide of a space ship. Wzat ocbout oir resistance ?

The section on the construchion ond utilizetion of
the artificinal sateilitve is perhaps the most irnteresting in tho bock.
The idea is to uso the bedies of the rockets to foim an irmense platiomm
ebove which rotates an unper nert, separated from the nlatfoim ty & 1est
and having whati ere prestumably liv:ng compabrents ef each end of its long
rotating arms. Thue, the space station looks rather like some ouitlandlish
helicopter moved far bevond its natural spkare. Insofar as the uses of
the station ere concerned, Starnfeld adds o ths uzeal ones of weather
forecasting and astryoneny that of vegesable growing, the station being in
part & soxt of supexr grTeenhovdgs,

From here the book goes into probabilities, taking
the reader on trips round Imne, Hars apnd Venuz; a table gives She one-
way trangit time in years and days ond the minixmm Initial speed nesded to
reach &ll nine plancts. There is rather e&n odd migprint on p.45 whieh is
ovarlooked in the errata tab, The tarm 'lipght wocry' is used instead of
tagtronomicel units', thus giving the imprassion that %o £ly arcund Mars
and beck one mmat go helf way to Aiph Conteuri.... A far Centouras, in-
deed.,

Ons can, of course, argue with some of the author's
conclusions, His statements cbout the ecological corditions on Mzrs, for
ingtance, seem fer too opbimlsiic to me. lsvertheless the hook hus an un-
denisble velue, if only in Lidinging home to us the advanced stags of
progrsss which Soviet scientists have reachad 1n muking cur drean a raal-
ity. The claims that various iScms of knowledge have been discorsred by
Russiens when we know them to hevo been Gigcoversd by sorie one totally
different way be rether irritating, but ons miet remember thnt in Russian
eyes vhe facts mey he exactly as siajsd and that, after all, discovsries
can be and often are mede time and tinme sgein.

Altogethor a hook vmll worth reading. To those whose
technicel knowledge g great it will &ofinitely be elemeniary bubs to boose
who, like me, lack such kuowledgs the took 1s a valuable geteway.
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